
               INSIDE: 2015 Citizen of the Year Nominations, Halloween Events & More!

The Vision Wentzville
Missouri – USA

The Crossroads Of The Nation

Wentzville’s Fall Events
Many exciting events will be 

happening around town this fall. Flip 
through this issue to learn more!

Get Connected
The City reaches out to its residents 

in a number of ways. If you aren’t 
already, follow us on any one of our 
social media channels and stay in-
the-know about upcoming events, 
City services, programs and more. 
We’ll tell you all about what’s coming 
to Wentzville, keep you informed 
about changes to your trash/recycling 
collection schedule, introduce you 
to fun, exciting programs and events, 
and much, much more!

The City’s website is also a great resource to help keep you connected. In 
addition to forms and general information from various City departments, the 
website, which you can visit at www.wentzvillemo.org, is also full of timely news 
and updates. Archived copies of the City’s newsletters can be also be found 
online.

And, don’t forget about W.I.N.D., the City’s emergency notification system. 
To receive up-to-the-minute notifications and emergency announcements 
delivered right to your cell phone, email, home phone or all three, simply sign 
up at bit.ly/WINDAlert. 

Your Source for City of Wentzville News

September/October 2015

Follow the City on:

Large-Item Pickup
The week of Oct. 5-9, the City will offer free large-item pickup. During 

that week, residents may place bulky items out for pick up on their 
regularly scheduled collection day. This large-item pickup service is free 
for Wentzville residential customers only. Place items at the curb by 6 
a.m. on your regularly scheduled collection day that  week. Please limit 
large-item disposal to four items per free pickup.

Throughout the year, additional 
large-item pickups may be scheduled 
in advance, but there is a fee for this 
service. To schedule a large-item 
pickup, please call (636) 639-2049.

pg. 7
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Pooch Plunge

pg. 7

Ghoulish Family Party

PLUS ...
• Citywide Yard Sale, pg. 8
• Hill of Thrills Soapbox Derby, pg. 6
• Wentzville Days, pg. 5



Business SPOTLIGHT
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Ehll’s Western Auto
201 W. Pearce Blvd.
Business owners: Gloria Ehll and her sons George and Michael

What year did you open? 1951

What influenced you to locate your business in Wentzville? 
We had a farm in High Hill and used to come through Wentzville on the 
way to the farm. From our trips through town, we decided Wentzville 
would be a good place to locate a business.

What do you feel you bring to Wentzville by having your business here? 
By getting to know our customers personally, we bring a sense of family 
and caring to our customers. Some of our customers are third generation.

What products/services does your business offer? Automotive parts/service; lawn equipment/service; and truck rentals.

What’s your favorite thing about Wentzville? The people. This community is made up of some of the most caring, 
generous and hard-working people in the world.

What’s next for your business? We are the second largest Husqvarna dealer in the state of Missouri and in the top 100 
of all dealers in the United States. We would like to continue to strengthen and grow that relationship.

What’s next for Wentzville?/What do you hope Wentzville will be or evolve into five years from now? We would like 
to see the City continue to support accessibility and to get involved in helping to unify the look of the Downtown 
Wentzville area.

Any other comments, advice, or news that you would like to share? I have lived here my entire life. I am always 
amazed at how well the City has managed its growth.

 

 

What products/services does your business offer? Feed; power equipment; work wear; and lawn and garden. 

What’s your favorite thing about Wentzville? A sense of community and the fact that our business has been able to 
serve generation upon generation of customers.

What’s next for your business? We hope to continue what we are doing and have another 50 years of success.

What’s next for Wentzville?/What do you hope Wentzville will be or evolve into five years from now? We want 
Wentzville to continue its growth, with good schools and a good residential housing base.

Any other comments, advice, or news that you would like to share? The City should remain pro-growth. We have 
employees who have faithfully serviced our customers for more than 30 years. Of special note, our business was the 
“Carhartt Retailer of the Year” in the mid-2000s.

From left to right: Owners George, Gloria and Michael Ehll.

This new section will feature a new or established business in Wentzville. Do you have a suggestion for a 
business to profile? Please email the City’s Economic Development Director at Dan.Lang@wentzvillemo.org. 

Owner Tom Rechtiene (far right) and his team at 
Charlie’s Farm & Home.

Charlie’s Farm & Home
1583 W. Pearce Blvd.
Business owner: Tom Rechtiene

What year did you open? 1961

What influenced you to locate your business in Wentzville? 
The original owner was a retired city of St. Louis police officer who 
moved to Wentzville to be near friends. He saw the City as a good 
business location. The current owner is the original owner’s grandson. 

What do you feel you bring to Wentzville by having your business here? 
We fill the market niche that other businesses in the area don’t supply.



Mayor’s MESSAGE
New Projects Are Putting Wentzville on the Map

These are exciting times for our City. An improving economy brings new 
opportunities for businesses and an improved quality of life for Wentzville residents. 
Stable interest in economic development continues to create new jobs, and our 
emerging entertainment, dining and retail options are putting Wentzville on the map!

The B&B Movie Theater at the Wentzville Bluffs is expected to open in late fall. The 
Bluffs development continues to see expansion, with a new lower-level business center 
and the soon-to-be-built steakhouse. Wentzville businesses – both large and small – 
are the backbone of our community. From an expansion at etrailer.com’s site to the 
downtown Wentzville Yo Salsa! restaurant (coming to East Pearce Boulevard), we’re 
growing while maintaining and preserving Wentzville’s small-town feel. 

Great things are happening outdoors in Wentzville too! Wentzville’s Parks and 
Recreation Department is taking the lead on some new, exciting projects. While heavy 
rains this summer slowed progress a bit, construction is moving along on the Peruque 
Valley Park project. We anticipate opening that facility in late 2016/early 2017. Also, 
during the July 22 Board of Aldermen meeting, the Board approved a new project that 
will partner the City with Unlimited Play, a nonprofit organization, to build a universally accessible, all-inclusive 

playground at Heartland Park. Fundraising efforts will begin soon and 
staff has been directed to move forward with the design phase of the 
playground.

As you can see, Wentzville is in a bit of a growth spurt. While the 
goal is to not grow, simply for the sake of growth, as growth occurs 
we are always thinking ahead. By discussing how to best build out 
our infrastructure, handle transportation issues, promote economic 
development and maintain a high quality of life for residents in our 
community, we strive to always put our businesses and residents first. 

I love this city and see great promise in the direction we are headed. 
We are moving forward to allow for growth, diversification and prosperity 
– without compromising our small-town atmosphere. Thank you for 
growing with us and for your continued support of our community.

Mayor 
Nickolas Guccione
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Nominations for 2015 Citizen of the Year Now Open
Do you know someone whose service or actions deserve special recognition? 

Nominations for Wentzville’s 2014 Citizen of the Year award are open until Oct. 15.
Forms are available online at www.wentzvillemo.org, at City Hall or by calling 

(636) 327-5101 to request a copy be mailed. Nominators may include any photos 
or documents that support the nomination.

To submit a nomination, a person must be one of the following:
• A resident of the City of Wentzville
• A City of Wentzville business owner
• An organization within the City of Wentzville
• An employee of a business located in the City of Wentzville
• A member of the Citizen Recognition Award Committee  

 

For a nominee to be eligible, he or she must:
• Reside within the city limits of Wentzville at the time the nomination is made
• Not be an elected official 
• Not serve on the Citizen Recognition Award Committee

Completed forms and related attachments must be returned no later than Oct. 15 to Wentzville’s City Clerk, Vitula 
Skillman, at Wentzville City Hall, 310 W. Pearce Blvd., Wentzville, MO 63385. The Wentzville Board of Aldermen will make 
the presentation of the award to the winning nominee during a regularly scheduled January 2016 Board meeting.

Our emerging 
entertainment, dining 
and retail options are 
putting Wentzville on 

the map!

Staffchex Management 
1201 Wentzville Pkwy.

Frazier Land Surveying 
116 E. Pearce Blvd. 

Bono Plumbing
116A May Rd.

AAA Insurance & Travel
1126 W. Pearce Blvd., Ste. 100

Site System Landscaping 
2313 Markoe Ave.

New Businesses

Wentzville’s



Septem
ber

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Planning and Zoning, 
6 p.m.

2
Aldermen Town Hall, 
6:30 p.m.

3 4 5

6 7
LABOR DAY
City Offices Closed

8 9
Board of Aldermen, 
6 p.m.

10
Board of Adjustment, 
6:30 p.m.

11 12

13 14
Park Board Meeting, 
7 p.m.

15 16 17 18 19
Citywide Yard Sale

20 21 22
Downtown
Committee, 6 p.m.

23
Board of Aldermen, 
6 p.m.

24 25 26

27
Coffee Talk with 
the Mayor, 12:30 p.m.

28 29 30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5
Park Board Meeting, 
7 p.m.

6
Planning and Zoning, 
6 p.m.

7
Aldermen Town Hall, 
6:30 p.m.

8
Board of Adjustment, 
6:30 p.m.

9 10

11 12
COLUMBUS DAY
City Offices Closed

13 14
Board of Aldermen, 
6 p.m.

15 16 17
Octoberfest,
Downtown Wentzville

18
Coffee Talk with 
the Mayor, 12:30 p.m.

19 20 21 22
Stormwater
Committee, 6 p.m.

23 24

25 26 27
Downtown
Committee, 6 p.m.

28
Board of Aldermen, 
6 p.m.

29 30 31

 4

O
ct
ob

er

Unless otherwise noted, these meetings will be held at City Hall (310 W. Pearce Blvd.). All meetings are subject to change. 
Please check the Calendar of Events at www.wentzvillemo.org for the most up-to-date information.

*Due to water system maintenance and repairs, the water at the Progress Park Recreation Center
will be off and the indoor facilities will be closed during this time. Thank you for understanding.

Upcoming EVENTS

   Progress Park Recreation Center Closed for Maintenance Sept. 8-13*



From the BOARD

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5
Park Board Meeting, 
7 p.m.

6
Planning and Zoning, 
6 p.m.

7
Aldermen Town Hall, 
6:30 p.m.

8
Board of Adjustment, 
6:30 p.m.

9 10

11 12
COLUMBUS DAY
City Offices Closed

13 14
Board of Aldermen, 
6 p.m.

15 16 17
Octoberfest,
Downtown Wentzville

18
Coffee Talk with 
the Mayor, 12:30 p.m.

19 20 21 22
Stormwater
Committee, 6 p.m.

23 24

25 26 27
Downtown
Committee, 6 p.m.

28
Board of Aldermen, 
6 p.m.

29 30 31

Wentzville Boasts Healthy 
Economy, Low Unemployment

The unemployment rate in the United States 
decreased to 5.5 percent in June of 2015, a seven-
year low. Across St. Charles County, the job market 
is improving. This is certainly true in Wentzville, where 
recent numbers indicate that the City’s unemployment 
rate is at just 3.8 percent – well below the statewide 
figure of 5.8 percent and one of the lowest in the 
region, according to the Missouri Economic Research 
and Information Center.

Our healthy economy and job growth is also spurring 
residential and retail growth. We’ve seen growth in 
all areas of Wentzville, from the new development 
occurring at the Wentzville Bluffs, to new downtown 
businesses, plus expansions on the Parkway, Highway 
A and more. We’re growing, welcoming new businesses and adding stable jobs to our community – now that’s 
something to get excited about!

Employees within Wentzville city limits work across a broad spectrum of business segments including retail and 
service commercial, manufacturing /warehousing, office and healthcare. This diverse economic development 
approach helps to maintain a strong business environment and appeals to a broad mix of potential employees and 
employers.

Each and every business here in Wentzville makes an impact on our community. We appreciate all of our businesses 
– both large and small. Learn more about our hometown businesses in the new Business Spotlight section on page 2. 
The top employers in Wentzville include: the General Motors Wentzville Assembly Center, Serco, Crider Health Center, 
SSM St. Joseph Health Center – Wentzville and etrailer.com. We look forward to welcoming more businesses and more 
jobs to our growing community!

 

Board of Aldermen: Michael Rhoades (Ward 2), Sonya Shryock (Ward 2),
Mayor Nick Guccione, Linda Wright (Ward 3), Robert Hussey (Ward 1),
Cheryl Kross (Ward 1) and Matt Swanson (Ward 3).

You won’t want to miss Wentzville’s ALL-NEW event! The Wentzville Days Fair and Music Festival has collaborated 
with the Wentzville Blues and Classic Rock Festival to bring a three-day, family-friendly celebration to the streets of 
Downtown Wentzville. The committee is working on several new festival additions such as a barbecue contest, new 
bands and entertainment options, an exclusive children’s area including a carnival, and much more. The event was 
created using the Wabash Days structure, but keeping in mind the traditions this town has grown to love.

We are currently looking for committee members and craft and food vendors. Sponsorship opportunities are also 
available. For questions about sponsorship opportunities or to get involved, please contact Colleen Mattaline at 
(636) 639-2088 or Colleen.Mattaline@wentzvillemo.org.

Join these great organizations in supporting this fun, new community event: The City of Wentzville, the Wentzville Police Department, the Wentzville 
Fire Protection District, the Wentzville Downtown Business Association, the Wentzville Community Club, Wentzville Area Senior Services Inc., Friends of 
Wentzville Parks, the Western St. Charles County Chamber of Commerce, and the Wentzville Historical Society.

SAVE THE DATE!

MAY 20-22, 2016
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Parks and RECREATION
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Pooch Plunge
On Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 7 p.m., bring man’s best friend to 

Splash Station for this once-a-year chance for your canine 
friend to enjoy the pool like the rest of the Wentzville residents. 
Each dog will receive a snack, and door prizes will be given 
away. All dogs must be leashed while out of the water; cost 
$8 (residents) and $11 (nonresidents). You must show proof 
of vaccination at the time of registration. Please note: on 
the event day, the cost will be $15/dog and a snack is not 
guaranteed.

Hill of Thrills Soapbox Race
The Hill of Thrills Soapbox Race is a community event, which 

features cars donated by businesses and organizations. Join us 
on Sunday, Sept. 13 at noon at Progress Park. If you register by 
Aug. 23, the cost is only $5 (residents) and $8 (nonresidents). 

Racers are randomly placed in the cars. This race isn’t 
fueled by gas or electronics ― it’s just simple gravity as the 
racers compete against the clock. Racers must be between 
4 and 5 feet tall, weigh between 55 and 120 pounds, and 
fit comfortably in the car (height and weight restrictions are 
due to the construction of the car). A maximum of 200 racers 
are accepted, so register early! The child must be present at 
the time of registration, no mail-in registrations accepted. The 
races take place on Meyer Road in front of Progress Park. After 
Aug. 23, the cost will be $10/13. (The rainout date is Sept. 20.)

 Halloween Window Decorating Contest
The Wentzville Downtown Business Association and Wentzville Parks & Recreation have teamed up 

again to offer the annual Halloween Window Decorating Contest. All 4th and 5th grade students are 
invited to participate in this fun event. Paints are supplied; however, participants must supply their own 
brushes. The application deadline is Oct. 19, and paints can be picked up Oct. 22-23. Window locations 
(in Downtown Wentzville) will be assigned when paints are picked up. 

Painting will take place on Oct. 24 and Oct. 25, with judging on Oct. 26. First-, second- and third-place 
certificates will be awarded. For an application and more details, please call the Parks and Recreation 
Department at (636) 332-9236.

Downtown Wentzville Revitalization
Downtown Wentzville is in the midst of revitalization. Recently, major improvements have 

occurred in the downtown area including the replacement of water lines, new handicapped-
accessible sidewalks, additional public parking, historic-themed street signs, and the resurfacing 
of the Fireman’s Park public parking lot.

The 160 businesses in Downtown Wentzville, offer something for everyone – from buying lawn 
equipment and getting a haircut, to visiting the chiropractor and enjoying a glass of wine. New 
businesses are on the horizon downtown, including the upcoming Yo! Salsa at the intersection 
of Pearce and Linn and the development of a microbrewery on Pitman Avenue. Additional 
aesthetic enhancements are planned along the railroad including lighting, landscaping and 
ornamental fencing. Linn Avenue will be improved from Main Street to Fourth Street with a 
streetscape design similar to Church Street. And, the much-anticipated roundabout at Route Z/ 
Church St./I-70 is under construction.

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen recently adopted a Fire Protection Tap Charge Waiver Program. This program 
encourages long-term commitment and reinvestment in the downtown area. The program was strongly supported 
by the City’s Downtown Committee. The Committee meets monthly and was formed to advise and make 
recommendations to the Board of Aldermen on strategies to transform Downtown Wentzville into a community 
destination point.

Through sponsorships, the City has also supported the efforts of the Downtown Business Association to bring 
entertainment and cultural events downtown, including the Wentzville Blues and Classic Rock Festival and the 
upcoming Octoberfest (see pg. 7). Come visit downtown Wentzville to see all that it has to offer!



What’s HAPPENING?

Fine Art Vendors

Wine, Craft Beer
& Spirits Garden

Live Music

Art Demonstrations

Community
Art Project

Local Food Trucks

For detailed event information visit:

Experience the best of  LOCAL art, music, food & beverages

www.wentzvilleoctoberfest.com
HOSTED BY
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Get ready for a festive two-hour event with your family and 
friends at Rotary Park (2577 W. Meyer Rd.). Carve a pumpkin 
with your family and then enjoy a scenic hayride, a hot dog, 
a bag of chips and s’mores around the fire pit. Every child 
(14 and under) will have their own pumpkin to carve and take 
home. Please wear your Halloween costume for a fun, mini 
parade. Parents are required to assist their child(ren) 
with carving.

*Resident family of four is 
only $18 (two adults/ 
two children). Additional 
child(ren) $5.

Date: Sunday, Oct. 18 

Time: 2 p.m.

Place: Rotary Park 

Per-person cost:
$5 resident
$7 nonresident

There’s also a 
Wentzville Concern 

Center app available 
for your Apple or 
Android device.

Do you have a concern about a pothole, tall grass 
an abandoned vehicle or another neighborhood 
issue? We want to know!

Simply visit www.wentzvillemo.org and click on 
“Report a Concern.” From here, you can ask a 
question, make a request, and even track the status 
of your request. You are also welcome to call our 
Customer Service Line at (636) 639-2121.
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Share your opinion on fireworks in Wentzville, by completing the survey
inside the Vision you received in the mail. Return your survey by Oct. 15.

Labor Day Hours & More
On Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 7, City offices will 

be closed. However, the Parks office ― including the 
recreation center at Progress Park ― will be open from 
6 a.m. to 9 p.m. NOTE: the indoor facilities at Progress Park 
will be closed Sept. 8-13 for facility maintenance.

Trash collection for the Labor Day holiday, the week of 
Sept. 7, will run a day late. Monday’s collection will move 
to Tuesday, Tuesday’s collection will move to Wednesday, 
and so forth, with Friday’s collection taking place on 
Saturday, Sept. 12. Questions? Please call Public Works at 
(636) 639-2049.
 
Free Pickup of Tree Limbs

To make it easy for Wentzville homeowners to properly 
dispose of tree limbs, the City offers a free pickup twice 
each year.

For residents living north of the railroad tracks, the fall 
collection of tree limbs will be the week of Oct. 19-23. For 
residents living south of the railroad tracks, the free pickup 
will be the week of Oct. 26-30. Please have your tree 
limbs stacked at the curb by 6 a.m. on Monday of your 
scheduled week. Tree limbs must be less than eight inches 
in diameter. Tree limbs should not be bundled or placed in 
bags. Leaves, decorative grasses, grass and shrub trimmings 
are not included in this collection.

Questions? Call Public Works at (636) 639-2049, 
Monday-Friday, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fall Citywide Yard Sale ― Sept. 19
Turn your trash to treasure by hosting a yard sale at your 

home. For $6 you can list your sale in our yard sale booklet. 
Each sale will receive an official City Yard Sale sign. The 
deadline to list your sale is Monday, Sept. 14. To list your 
sale, stop by Progress Park or call (636) 332-9236.

Shoppers may purchase booklets beginning 
Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 
City Hall, Progress Park or 
the Utility Service Center 
Drive-Thru for only $2. Each 
booklet comes with a map 
to help you locate the 
bargains at the Citywide 
sale on Saturday, Sept. 19.

Ready in 3: Plan, Prepare and Listen
Emergencies can strike anytime. Being prepared can 

save lives. The City encourages residents to follow the 
“Ready in 3” program from the Missouri Department of 
Health and Senior Services.

1. Make a plan. Your family may not be together when 
an emergency arises, so it’s important to have a 
plan in place for how you will reach each other.

2. Prepare a kit. Put together an emergency kit and 
put everything in a portable container, in case you 
need to leave. Include things like water, dried/
canned food, battery-powered radio/flashlight, 
batteries and a first-aid kit.

3. Listen for information. Stay calm and get as much 
information as you can about the situation. If there’s 
no electricity, make sure you have a battery-
powered radio with extra batteries so you can 
listen for updates. Learn more at http://on.mo.
gov/1pJiNJM.

HAPPY
LABOR DAY!

NOTE: the indoor facilities at Progress Park will 
be closed Sept. 8-13 for facility maintenance.


